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|. Introduction

Six Flags Discovery Kingdom formerly known as Six FlagsMarine World (and
previoudy as Marine World Africa USA), has a shameful and appdling history of
elephant suffering and death, and there are grave concerns about current conditionsat the
facility.

Thefollowing report presents evidence of the extent and seriousiess of the problems at
Six Flagsand doauments thefacility@ failures in the care and management of the
elephants, induding major health problems related to inadequéae conditionsfor the
elephants, inhumane practices, questionable record keeping, and seriouspublic safety
congerns

This report is based on veterinary recordsfor the publicly wnedOelephants at Six Flags
Discovery Kingdom Detailed case summaries for each of the elephants, prepared by C.
James Mahonegy, BVMS, MSc, PhD, and full copies of the veterinary recordsare
available onlineat www.hdpdephants.convrecords.

Asfour of the elephants currently hdd at Six Flagsare @wnedOby the City of Vallgo, it
isultimately respongble for ther health and well-being. This report clearly demondrates
theneed for immediate intervention by the City of Vallgjo and provides a solid argument
for City actionto removetheeephants from Six Flags

Il. Six FlagsFailsto Provide an Adequate Environment for Elephants,
Causing Needless Suffering and Prematur e Death

Elephants are highly sodal, powerful animals built to rangelarge expanses of land while
foraging for food,caring for offspring, sodalizingwith family and kin, and exploring
thar environment. Free-ranging elephants live in tighty-knit, multigenerationd family
groups with mothers and daughters staying togeher for life. Elephants are biologically
designad for amog condgant movement, remaining active for 20 out of every 24 hours
and walking ten or more miles per day. ElephantsOnatural lifespan is 60to 70 years.

In zoos where elephants are denied adequae space and natural conditions and whereiit
israreto findrelated el ephants living together, they fall victim to an array of behavioral
problems, health disorders and premature death. Conditionsat Six flagsare even worse
for elephants than mog zoos and theeephants, bath current and in the past, have
suffered severely from serioushedlth problems, as outlined b ow.

A. CURRENT HEALTH PROBLEMS OF CITY-OWNED ELEPHANTSAT SIX
FLAGS

¥ LizBbThismidde-aged (43) Asian elephant has arecurrent abscess of the middle
toenal of her left frontfoat. Shesuffers from fractures and partial disintegration



of thebonein thistoe. Reported X-ray results raise the possibility that Liz& nail
infection has invaded the boneof her toe, resultingin ogeomyelitis, a seriousand
often fatal conditionin elephants. Despite this problem, which has produced
lameness, stiffness and has been treated with anti-inflammatory drugs Lizis
forced to give rides and perform in shows, induding alog demondration where
shelifts and stacks heavy (up to 600 pound logswith her frontfeet (induding the
diseased left footf) andtrunk Liz also is anemic and blood tests have shown signs
of systemic infection. Notes in her medical file indicate tha she Gzan bedifficult
to workOand is separated from the herd at night

In his case summary of Liz& veterinary records, Dr. Mahoney writes:

Thisisavery disturbing case. Liz is (42 years old). Shehas had repesated
recurrences of |eft forefoot pathology over thelast 6! years. We know
tha she has afractured and disintegrated third phdanx in the middle digit.
Thiswill never heal. Infection was determined in her middle toeas early
as February 2001,yet therecordsindicate nofollow up for a continuous
period of at least 2 years, ninemonthd Clear evidence of toeinfection
agan became evident in Janua'y 2006 This sort of pahologyis
enomoudy difficult to treat in elephants, as the literature makes
abundantly clear, yet to fail to maintain frequent and continuous
observation and medical recording shows a heartlessness, which |
persondly find shodking and beyond comprehenson.

Footdisease isdirectly linked to inadequate conditions for elephants, including
lack of space, which prevents adegquate movement, and hard surfaces like
concrete and compaded soil on which elephants are forced to stand Chaining,
which further restricts movement, exacerbates this problem. Despite regular
preventive care and treatment, zooshave not been able to stop this often-fatal
disorder, the equivalent of which isnot seen in free-ranging elephants.

Taj - Tg wasin the Carson and Barnes Circusuntil 1977,and has been at Six
Flagssince 1978.This elderly Asian elephant (late 609 suffersfrom arthritis and,
ove theyears, has been treated extengvely for stiffness, lameness, and panin he
feet andlegs Shehas been administered drugssuch as phenylbutazoneand
ibuprofen (specifically for arthritis) and ketoprofen (mainly for pan). Despite her
advanced age and arthritic condiion, Tg isforced to perform in shows, induding
thetug-of-war and log show described above

Like footdisease, arthritisislinked to inadeguate conditions and lack of space,
which prevent adequate exercise and cause muscles to atrophy, pladng
increased pressure on joints. [While some of the Six Flagselephants do walk
while giving rides, this repeitive movement on a hard surface is not sufficient
to maintain the health of elephants, who, in the wild can walk 10 or more miles
aday]



¥ Malaika DA youngAfrican elephant (19), Maaikais regularly beaten up by
other elephants. Shehas had a persistent lesion/abscess on her hip tha appearsto
have been reopened during fights with other elephants. Malaika also suffers from
severe dlergies tha cause hives and throa condriction making breathing and
swallowing difficult. (Evidenced by wheezing and repeated spitting out of food)
Shehas been treated extengvely with steroids and antihistamines, but the problem
has continued into 2007. Malaika has aso suffered from repeated bouts of colic
fromingestion of gravel.

A former keeper at Marine World reports tha, as ayoungelephant, Malaika lived
in fear of her handler. This keeper witnessed Malaika being QvorkedOby the
trainer, forced repeatedly to lie down and get up. Thetrainer repeatedly hit
Malaika between the eyes and on her sidewith the ankuswhile Malaika screamed
in fear and pan. Thebeating continued even thoudh Malaika eventudly complied
with thetrainer@ command.

While the cause of Malaika@ allergiesis not identified in the records, certainly
changing her environment would be one strategy for dealing with the problem.
In addition, the stress and trauma Malaika suffers asa result of confinement in
a noisy, crowded amusement park is exacerbated by the fact that sheisthe
target of aggression from the park@ other elephants. Since stress and immune
response are linked, this situation likely worsens Malaika@® condition. Finally,
ingestion of gravel, an abarant behavior, causes colic and isalso linked to a
cramped and unnatural environment.

¥ TavabThis 28 year-old African elephant has longterm tusk injuries. Her left
tusk isvisibly cracked. It isaso worn at theend from lying on conaete.

Note: There are three other elephant at the park BBertie Mag Joyce, andValerie BPwho
were acquired fromvarious circuses and are owned privately by Six Flags so no medical
records are available.

B. A HISTORY OF ELEPHANT SUFFERING AND DEATH AT SIX FLAGS

Since 1995, nine e ephants (induding two full-term calves) have died at this park. The
adult victimsindude

¥ Mardji euthanized (1995)dueto ogeomyselitis (boneinfection) from severe and
chronic foot abscesses at age 42. At theend of her life, Mardji undewent two
surgeries to removethediseased bones of her toeand was kept largdy separated
fromthe other elephants and chaned inddein thebarn.

¥ Bandula euthanized (1996 dueto severe arthritisand joint pan at age 27.
Bandula had reportedly sugained a seriousinjury in ashow at the park.



¥

Ginny euthanized (1998 dueto severe arthritis at age 58. Shereportedly had two
stiff frontlegsand was used to give elephant rides.

Judy euthanized (1999 dueto arthritis attributed to leg deformities at age 33.
Judy had been madeto water ski in aregular showwhen the park was located in
Redwood City, according to aformer keeper.

Tina euthanized (2003)at 46 dueto severe foot and joint disease. At theend of
her life, her left hind foot had six abscesses, was 0ozing pusand bled heavily
when she put her weightonit. Theinfection had invaded the bone(ogeomyélitis).
Tinaaso had severe arthritisin al of themajor joints and mog of the minar joints
of al fourlimbs For years, she had suffered from chronic abscesses on he hips
(referred to as gaping, pusoozng hdes by aformer keeper) likely dueto lyingon
conaete. Before shedied, Tinacould barely stand or walk. One particularly
disturbing entry in themedical recordsrecalled how it took Tinatwo hoursto
dowly and panfully cross the park@® small elephant yard to reach the pool where
shecould submerge and relieve the pressure on her diseased feet and joints dueto
thewater® buoyancy.

Tika euthanized (2002)dueto massive infection from a full-term fetus
decomposngin he womb. Medical recordsdetail her find month andthe
abdomind pan and discomfort she experienced prior to euthanasia. A
laparoscopy performed right before she died showed Gadhesionson every tissue
surface tha was examined.O

C. CALFDEATHS

¥

¥

¥

Kala died (2002)at age 2 from elephant herpes virus six monthsafter beng
separated from his mothe at Dickerson Park Zoo and shipped to Vallgo.
Elephant advocates had warned agang separating this baby from his mother, as
in the wild, male elephants stay with thar mothersinto ther teens

Full-term calf of Tikadied (2002)in utero during labor.

Full-term calf of Mishawas stillbom (2003)

D. ABUSE OF ELEPHANTS LATER TRANSFERRED TO OTHER FACILITIES

¥

Roman, ayoungbull elephant, suffered a beating at the handsof David Blasko,
long-time MarineWorld/Six Flags elephant manager and later head of animal
care at the park until this year (2007) that Qasted hours,Oaccording to an
eyewitness. Thebeating allegedly culminated with Blasko attaching an electrical
cord to Roman@ leg chansand pluggingit into the wall. Roman was shodked
repeatedly, jerking up and down while the keepers watched. At age 11, Roman
was sold to an unknown facility in Mexico where heis rumored to have died.



¥ Misha, afemale African elephant, was repestedly attacked by the park@ other
elephants. She had a massive and panful draining abscess on her jaw for at least
five years. (The cause of thiswoundis not disclosed, thoughpossible causes
indudeinjury from another elephant or fromabullhook) Despite the panful,
infected jaw wound,Mishawas artificially inseeminated ontwo occasions usng a
surgical procedure that left theindsion site infected each time. A month after the
first procedure, recordsreport that shewas ho longer urinating throughthe
episiotomy site. OMishabecame pregnant but her full-term calf was stillbom; the
secondinsemination attempt failed. In 2003,Mishagored atraine and was
isolated and putin protected contact for two years before beng shipped to Hogle
Zooin Utah. Her jaw abscess was still chronic and draining at thetime.

[11. Six Flagsls Out of Step with ZooIndustry Trendsin Elephant Care
and M anagement

A. SIX FLAGS CONTROLS ELEPHANTS THROUGH FEAR AND PAIN

Six Flagsemploysan outdaed, circus-style method of training tha controls elephants
throughdomnaion and physcal punishment, aided by the use of abulhook(a heavy
stick resembling afireplace poke with a pointed metal tip and hookat oneend). Desired
behaviors are achieved throughnegaive reinforcement (pan and discomfort) and/or
corpora punishment, coupled with some postive reinforcement. Not only is this method
outof linewith trendsin progressive elephant training, it knowingly creates a dangaous
environment for handlers andis unacceptably crud for the elephants.

Thebullhook(also called an ankusor guide) isthekey to maintaining control in this
management system. It is carried at all times by elephant handlers and is used to stab,
hookand prod the el ephant in the soft tissue behind the ears, inddethe ear or mouth, in
and aroundthe anus andin tende areas unde the chin and aroundthefeet. Theblunt
endis used to strike the elephant on the head and body when disciplineis meted out
Elephants are disciplined (usudly out of public view) when they do not comply with a
handler@ commands

A former keepe at Six Flagswho worked unde David Blasko provided thefollowing
example of atypical disciplinary inddent:

The elephants were ordered to hold ther trunksupin theair in GaluteOpostion
while handlers were performing daly careroutines. For the elephant Tina(see
above), theroutinetooklonge than usud and he trunk began to cramp. Findly,
Tinacould nolonge hold it up. When shelowered her trunk, a stream of
accumulated mucusleaked out, indicating tha Tina was unable to breathethrough
her trunk Neverthdess, a supavisor witnessed this breach of command (Tina
lowering her trunk), and ordered Tinato be chaned for discipline The keeper
was told to Qvork her over,Owhich meant runring her throughher commandsb
forcing her to movefrom sideto sidewhile on chansband striking her with the



ankuswhen she did not comply quickly enough The keeper was notbeng
forceful enoughwith Tinafor the supevisor, whotook over the session.

All lephantsin this circus-style training system Pparticularly those who give rides and
perform in shows Bhave been trained in this abusve manne. (See abovefor additiond
reports of beatings) An IDA representative persondly witnessed a Six Flagselephant
handler forcefully stabbing the elephant Liz with the sharp point of the bullhookthree
times unde he chin. Thiswas doneat atime when Liz was being broughtinto an empty
arenawith no pulic present and with no appaent reason for this action.

In 2004,thedanges of this elephant handling system were made evident at Six Flags
when Mishagored her trainer. Miraculoudy, thetrainer survived. Perhgps Misha who
endured so much suffering at this park (see above), had findly sngpped.

Because of theinherent crudty and dange of thecircus-style management system, an
estimated 55 percent of Assodation of Zoosand Aquaiums (AZA)-accredited facilities
have switched to a progressive form of training and management tha utilizes only
postive reinforcement and voluntary coopeation of the elephants. More zoosare
changing over to this system every year because the techniqueis safer for keepers, who
never share the same physcal space with the elephants, more humanefor the elephants,
and it encourages more naural behaviors.

B. CHAINING OF ELEPHANTS

IDA isaware tha Six Flagshas a history of chaning elephants at nightintheban. Itis
possible tha Six Flagsmay continuethis practice today in some fashion.[The park has
failed to disclose doauments relating to thar management practices, despite records
requests submitted by IDA to the City of Vallgo.] Medical profiles describe each of the
four city-wnedOel ephants as having Gho problem being restrained by chaning,Othough
thismay also refer to chaning for veterinary or husbandry procedures. Also, the elephant
barn appears very small for holding elephantsin individud stalls.

Chaningis paticularly detrimental to elephants as they are vigorousand far-ranging
animalswho are in near congant motionin thewild. Chaningisimplicated in the
development of foat and joint disorders, which, as Six FlagsOrecord clearly demondrates,
can belethd for elephants. It isaso strondy assodated with abnomal behaviors, such as
theintensaly repetitive swaying and rocking seen in captive elephants, but not observed
in free-ranging elephants. Several of the Six Flagselephants have been observed and
videotaped while repditively swaying and rocking.

Thezoo indugry has recognized that chainingis both injuriousand inhunmanefor
elephants. Overnight chaining of elephants has largdy been replaced by thehousng of
elephantsin individud stalls.



V. Six FlagsFailsto Provide the Space and Natural Conditions That
Elephants Need to Thrive

Free-ranging elephants walk ten or more miles a day over home ranges tha span from 60
to over 200square miles. At Six Flags seven elephants are crammed into a barren yard
tha appearsto belessthan oneacrein size. Theyard, which indudes a pool, and appears
to bedivided into three separate pens istoo small to maintain healthy growth of grasses
for grazing. As aresult, theyard surface is primarily compacted earth, a hard, non
yielding subdrate tha is damaging to elephantsCfeet, surroundel by conaete.

Thebarn appearsto besmall and sided with what seems to be pre-fabricated metal, a
structure that is not consdered Gl ephant-proof.OAs stated above, it is possible that Six
Flagsmay till chan elephants when they are locked inddethebarn, a practice that
would be congstent with thistypestructure.

Agang AZA guiddines, thepark houses African and Asian elephants togeher in the

same facility. It isrecommendel tha these two distina species of el ephants be housed
separately, dueto conaernsaboutdisease trangmission.

V. Six FlagsFailsto Keep Sufficient Veterinary Records on Elephant
Health; Veterinary Careis Questionable

A. GROSSLY DEFICIENT VETERINARY RECORDS

Theattached case summaries, prepared by well-known academic and research
veterinarian C. James Mahoney, providea detailed andysis of the Six Flagselephant
medical records Thesummaries describein detail the poorqudity of the medical records
induding chronological ggpsand missing test results, as well as raises questionsabout
thequdity of care tha the elephants are receiving at this amusement park.

Thequdity of themedical recordskept by Six Flagsfor theelephantsis extremely poar.
Amongthe problems:

I Gapsof upto two yearsin therecords of elephants with ongoing pathologies

I Lack of full reporting of test results, induding required annud tests for
tuberculoss

I Failureto fully record, describe and track pahology onst, progression and
treatment

B. QUESTIONABLE VETERINARY CARE




Medical conditions such as Misha3 jaw abscess, do not appesr to have been adequaely
treated, and, in turn, became chronic. In Misha® case, thejaw woundbecame Onassively
infected,Oa condition that would persist for six years, throughthetime shewas
tranderred to Hogle Zoo.

Foot and joint pathologies were managed, unsuccessfully, by treating the symptoms
withoutaddressing the cause of the problem: theinadequae environment for elephants at
Six Flags Prope veterinary care would mandae theremova of the elephants from the
conditionstha were causng these degenerative conditionsin thefirst place. Given the
park@ history of euthanizing elephants with foot and joint disease, veterinarians clearly
know wha the outcome of cases like those of Liz and Tg will beif they are not
tranderred from this stressful and damaging environment to an appropriate facility like
an elephant sanctuary.

V1. Six FlagslElephant Practices Fails to Protect the Public and Creates
Great Liability for the City of Vallgo

Throughits elephant rides, shows, visitor-elephant interactions and tug-of-war
demondrations Six Flagscreates a dange for thepublic and seriousliability for the City
of Vallgo, which ownsfour of theelephants Ball of whom have been used by the park in
oneor more of these variouscapecities.

Offering public elephant ridesisin direct oppostion to theAZA(B own Standadsfor
Elephant Management and Care tha specifically state it Gtrongly encourages members
to discontinuepublic elephant ridesOin theinterest of publc safety.

Six Flagsistheonly AZA ingitution member to offer elephant rides. Other zoos
abandonal them long ago for humane and public safety reasons

In addition, AZA standadsstrongly discourage Qrisitor-elephant interactiongoutside the
primary endosure, alongwith the Qhe practice of walking e ephants in public areas
during public hours.OSix Flagsalows both. An elephant is often broughtto thefront
entrance of the park early in theday to QyreetOvisitors, who are alowed to come into
direct contact with the elephant. Elephants are also walked in close proximity to the
public when taken from the elephant yard to the performance areas and back.

Direct observationsof the elephants revealed even more public safety concerns
¥ Elephants walking within 18 inches of members of the public, with no barier or
handler between them. (One handler was on the other side of theanimal andone

behind her.)

¥ Handlersinatentive to elephant while in contact with the pubilic.



¥ Public areas on both sides of theloading platform for elephant rides allow close
proximity between theelephant and park visitors.

¥ Handler not situated between the public and theelephant during elephant rides,
despite close proximity as described above handler walks on theingde of the
track, with his view of the puldic obscured by the animal.

¥ During an elephant ride onehandler was oberved waking completely behind the
elephant Bwho had awoman and child perched on he back Bto turn onahose
and bring it aroundfor the elephant to drink from. At tha point, thehandler@
back was fully turned to the elephant, adangeaoussituaion both for the handler
and the people onthe elephant.

¥ Inafficient barier between thepublic and elephant during the elephant showin
thearenaarea

¥ Public alowed direct contact with elephants during feeding after log show and
also in themorning at entrance to thepark. An elephant could easily grab a
person®@arm with her trunk, as hagppened at a courty fair in Penng/lvaniain 2005
when an elephant grabbed, twisted and serioudy injured thewrist of awoman
feeding her.

¥ Public adlowed to charge up behind elephants with no barrier in between during
tug-of-war.

Since 1990,0performingOelephants havekilled 12 people and injured 125unde
conditionssimilar to those allowed at Six Flags The park@ elephant rides and shows are
an accident waiting to hgppen. One elephant handler has already been critically injured
when gored by an elephant. Will amember of the public be next?

A further concern is disease trangmission, specifically tuberculoss, which is
tranamissible between elephants and humans Medical recordsfor thefour city-owned
elephants lack complete reporting of results for required annud tuberculogs tests.
Tubeculossin circuselephants has been a paticular problem for many years, and
several of the Six Flags elephants have circusbackgrounds Thethree Six Flags-owned
elephants were purchased from circustrainers within the past three years.

If any of the Six Flags elephants were tubaculoss carriers, the close contact between
elephants and park visitors would certainly conditute a public health risk.

VII. CONCLUSION

This report provides clear evidence of theneed to removethefour city-owned elephants
fromthe Six Flagsamusement park. Thefacility@ many failures, which serioudy affect
thehedth and welfare of the elephants as well as endange the public, indude



Six Flagsfailsto providethe space or naural condtionstha elephants need to thrive,
and the elephants are paying for it with painful and crippling diseases and, eventudly,
thar lives, which are cut short decades too soon.

Six Flagsfailsto demongrate alevel of care and management tha tha reflects
today@ zoo indugry standads Elephants continueto betrained with crud, circus-
style methodstha endange both the keeper and the elephant, and thefacility possibly
utilizes prolonged chaining of elephants, which is extremely detrimental to the health
and well-beng of these animals.

Six Flagsfailsto keep sufficient veterinary recordsand there are questionsabout
veterinary care of the elephants.

Six Flagsfailsto protect the public and creates a seriousliability for the City of
Vallgo@ by alowing visitor-elephant contact, walking elephants throughpublc areas
during park hours, conduding elephant rides, and other unsafe practices.

It isincumbent uponthe City of Vallgo to take immediate action to removethefour city-
owned elephants and trander them to sanctuaries, which provide natural habitats with
large, open spaces of varied terrain that hdp heal and strengthen elephants debilitated by
years of intense captivity.
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